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Developing Nursing Roles in UK 

1990   1996   2002    2008 

Nurse-led  
•  Palliative care 
•  Patient IV admin 
•  IV Line care  
•  Chemotherapy 
•  Endoscopy 
•  MDT approach 

Combination therapy  
•  New skills for all 
•  Care and treatment 
•  Change in patient 
relationships 

Medically-led 
•  Treatment driven 
Nurse-led  
•  Triage 
•  Adherence 
•  Co-infection roles 

Demand driven 
Chronic disease models 
Nurse-led clinics 
•  STI screening 
•  New patient clinics 
•  Patients on ARVs 
•  CNS and consultant roles 



Overcoming Barriers to Nurse-led Care 

•  National 
–  Policy to develop 

nursing roles 
–  Specialist training 
–  Utilise existing 

evidence 
–  Chronic disease 

models 
–  Patient representation 

•  Local level 
–  Identify local needs 
–  Identify skills required to 

deliver 
–  Develop local protocols 

and training 
–  Work with patients in 

planning and delivering 
–  Audit nurse-led care 
–  Share with others 

Focus on what nurses do best and build on that foundation  


